Vocabulary bee offers words for wise

By Alicia Doyle
Corvespondent

. For school counselor Sam Kane, teaching
students vocabulary is as easy as listening to
his tecord collection, picking up a newspaper
or readmg a movie review of “Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer's Stone.”

From words such as “burden” on a Rollmg
Stones’ album to “bomhastic” sung by Brit-
ney Spears, the 2{}01 vocabulary bee at Coli-
na Middle School in Thousand Oaks gave

youngsters a chance to show their knowledge

of words used in media-they are exposed to
y day.

i ’s 1mportant to put words in relation to
context,” said Kane, creator of the yearly
event, “We want to foster commumcatlon and
use of accurate words.”

Tuesday’s seventh annual bee is the brain-

child of Kane, who professes to have a “life-:

tong fascination with words.” That fascination
prompts him every year to spend hours look-
ing for words in his home record collection, in
current newspapers, in books, movie Teviews
and the music assortment of his 20-year-old -

~ son and 17—year-old daughter. _
Once the words are chosen, Kane compiles

all the information on a computer presenta-

tion, which is displayed on a wide screen for:

all contestants to see, Each word is read in its
original context, whether it be a- musical lyric

‘or 3 quote from a newspaper article. Along

with the word, ah image is displayed of the

- dlbum, book-or medium from which the word

was taken. Audio, too, is sometime provided,
- For instance, the word “burden” was ac-

\éo‘mpamed by a picture. of 3 Rolling Stones’

album, along with a piece of the song “T'll

Never Be Your Beast of Burden.” For: the’

word “deft,” a picture of Dr. Suess’ book, “Oh
the Places You'll Go,” accompanied a bit of
Suess’ poetry containing the word.

‘Kané's method gives students deeper un-
ders of the words they see and hear

.and heips em instill the knowledge, said As-
“gistant Principal Margaret Saleh.

““Because it's visual and audio 1earmng, it

‘widens their processing,” Saleh said. “It gives

them more of a chance to get it right.”
The entire student body is tested to deter-

_ mine who géts to participate in the bee. Out

of about 1,100 students, the B0 youngsters
who score the highest get to participate. ~
Students whe competed in the bee en-
dured six elimination rounds. Participants
completed early rounds by taking a multiple
choice test, which was then fed through a
computer to produce an instant score. Abont
half of the }ughest scores moved on to the
next round. . ’
Five top Wmners received gift certlﬁcates
to Best Buy. The winners and their amounts
wete: David Andersen, first, $30; Michael
Stankowski, second, $20;. Bob Chen, third,

.$10; Damel Moss, fourth, $10; and Peter

Vigh, fifth, $10. Each winner will also ; recewe
a plaque w1th a certificate.

Unlike a spelling bee that launches wm
ners to another level, the vocabulary bee is
designed to give kids a chance in the spotlight
to showcase their talent. ‘

Kane pmsed all who took part. “Each of
you is a winner for turning on the power of
words and their importance in accurate and
effectwe communication,” he smd






