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Camarillo High's site, for in-
stance, includes a database of avail-
able college scholarships with details
on qualifying criteria and how to
apply. The Moorpark High site in-

class =

By Roger Harris
St weriber

hacher School in (s, Cofina Maddle
Bchool in Thousand Oake and Knolls
Behool i Simi Valley huve been se-
lected as winners of the first Ster In-
ternel Awards for loce] school Web
sites, :

Twenty-two public and private schools in the
Ventura County ared subrmitted entries in high
schioal, middie schood and elementary school cte-

ries,
. Second-place winners were Camarillo High
School, Pinecrest Middle in Thousand Oaks and
Citrus Glen in Ventura. .

Third-place awards went to Mocrperk High
School, [sbell Middle in Santn Paola and Bedford
(tpen in Camarillo.

The winning Web sites were selected based on
creativity and customizstion, ease of use, mberac-
tivity, stadent involvement and depth and timel:-
nieas of information.

The ewards were judged by the stoffs of the In-
sideVC.com, the Ventura County Star’s Internet
partal, and the Star’s Fast Forward section,

Thacher, » private co-educational boarding
schoal, won the top spol in the high school cate-
gary with a comprehenaive and impressive ase of
Web technology to communicate effectively with
students, parents, staff and alumni, scconding 1o
the judges. |

Among other things, Thacher has posted an its
Weh site MP3 files of student’s musical work, budt
n searchable calendar and offers & vanety of infor-
mational pages desined specifeally for parents
gnd alumnd, : :

“The site is very polished and sophisticated,

activities. .

In the elementary cate
Knolls’ Web site was recognize
among other features, develop:
of classroom Web pages and st
interaction.

Citrus Glen was recognize

cludes a detailed “Tutorials” section
that offers links to Web sites devoted
to various academic disciplines.

In the middle school category,
Colina's Web site took first place
based in part on its use of animation
and graphics and student involve-
ment with the site.

“The depth and breadth of Coli-
na’s information and the freshness of
its content is impressive,” Dana said.

Pinecrest Schools, a private inde-
pendent school that offers preschool
through middle school classes, was
recognized for its creative use of
graphics and pgsting a variety of stu-
dent work such as detailed maps cre-
ated for a sixth-grade cartography
project.

Isbell Middle School’s Web site
was cited for its easy navigation

the variety of school-related info
tion posted on its Web site, inclu
extras such as PTA newsletters
a sound file of the school song.
Bedford Open’s use of Web |
and a detailed menu of school i
mation helped land it among the
three elementary school Web sit
One feature shared by all of
winning Web sites as well as vir
ly all of the contest entries is a
fort to use the Web to enhance ¢
munication between the school
parents and the community at la
" “It's the most powerful comm
cation tool we could devise,”
Sam Kane, Colina Middle Sc
counselor and webmaster. “Som
our parents have labeled it a
saver, a godsend, a solver of all a
ments about what is homework.’

Stat ntemet Awrts Web-savvy —
: winners ==~
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GOING HIGH TECH: Students, above from right, Denice Grandchamp, 10,
Duggan, 11; and Torey Pudweil, 10, use computers at Knolls Schoal in
Below, Sam Mane, Colina Middle School webmastar in Thousand Qaks,
Ramesh, 11, to work on the Web site. Both schools won Star Intemet

said Stephen Dana, director of New Media for the
Ventura County Star. "It has an almost [.'I'I'I:If@-'lﬂwf
al fieel with great detall and timely information.”
*Technology is a year-round thing here," said
Bert Mohoney, Thacher's director of Digital
Media. “In terms of the Web site and deciding
what technologies to wse we didn't put @ lamit on
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The Camarillo and Moorpar]
sites were cited for their e of
stadent mtersctivity end ease ¢
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