M émbership

The National P'IA 1s the largest volunteer chi.d advocacy
organization in the Uniled Stztes. An independent orga-
nization of parents, educators, students, and sther citi
zens active in their schools ard commurities, the PTA

is aleader in reminding our nation of {ts o2ligztions o
children. Membership in the National PTA is open to
anyone who is conce-ned with the education, health, and
welfare of children and youth. For more informarion on
Natipnal PTA mencbership, piease call the Mercbership
Department a1 (800) 307-4PTA (4782}, or visit the
National PTA's website at www.pta.org.

The Objects of the PTA

A To promote the welfare of children and youth in
home, school, community,and place of worship

A To raise the standards of home lile

A To secttre adequate laws for the care and
protection of children and youth

A Tobring into closer relation the home and the school,
that parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently
in the education of children and youth

4 To develop between educators and -he gereral public
such united efforts as will secure for all children and
youth the highest advantages in physical, menta,,
social,and spiritual educazion

How Can | Join?

Contact your state PTA for a listing of PTAs in vour area.
When you join a PTA, you join milliens of others who
care abour issues affecting children. The National PTA
has Jocal, council, district, and state-level PTAs operating
in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, the U8, Virgin
Islands, and in the U.S. Deparcment of Defense Schools
overseas,

1f there’s not a 1A already working in your community,
you can organize one, Your state PTA will be able to give

you information and geidance on how to organize 2 PTA.

The Power of Association
The National PTA, for more than 100 years, has advocated
before decision makers for chitdren’s rights ta beter health,

education, and well-being, znd has worked closely with other

rational education and health agencies and organizatiors.

Historically, the P'I'A and its members have been
instramental in;

A working to ensure that zlt children have access to quality

public educaiion i
A creating hot meal programs in public schoals
A enacting a juveni.e justice system
A developing child labor laws

A standardizing school check-ups and immunization
programs

A working for increased funding of public schools ..

A promoting comprehensive school health programs
including HIV/AIDS education

4 supporting the Family and Medical Leave Act £

A establishing national standards for parent and fa.nﬁiy
involvernent programs

A developing a contert-hased television ratings system

Mane ol Lthe PTAs historic achievements could have been
passible withaut the support, dedication, and involvement
of parents, teachers, and people who care about children.
Today’s PTA members—neatly 6.5 milion strong—know
the power of association.
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The
Power of
Association

Doing More For
Ali Children




Local PTA Benefits

Resources

A Obtain materials and practical information on a variety
of topics of interest to parents and families.

A Learn about important issues affecting the children and
schools in your community,

Networking Opportunities

A Share concerns, ideas, and experiences with other par-
ents and educators in the community.

A Grow personally anc professionally through leadership
development opportunities and training.

A Be a voice for your children—and all children—by com-

municating and partnering with schoel and community
leaders on important issues.

Invoivement

A Support school activities and enhance your child’s acade-

mic environment.

A Learn about local and state legislation affecting educa-
tion and health programs.

A Benefit from your membership in your state PTA and
National PTA.

State PTA Benefits

Growing Network of PTAs
A Be apart of a statewide group of parents and educators
all working on behalf of children,

4 Count on council- and/or district-level PTAs ta provide
added support for local PTA efforts and programs.

A Connect with state PTA board members for speaking
eagegements, workshops, and advice.,

Workshop and Training Opportunities

A Tike advantage of the workshops and training oppor-
tuniies at state-sponsored orientation meetings, area
conferences, and your state’s annuzl PTA coavention.

Educational Materials and Publications

A Obtain materials to assist in plann:ng and managing
the work of your local unit.

A Find best practice ideas and information about what
other PTAs are accomplishing around your state.

A Gather information on lesding education, health,
safety, and legislative issucs.

Awards and Honors
A Receive statewide recognition of vour PTAS accomp-
lishments and unique programs.

Legislative Issues and Initiatives

A Sayinformed of current state and federal legislative
issues heing monitored by your stale PTA and
National PTA.

A Lrarn bow to be an advocate and a voice for children
in your gwn cotmunity as well as at (he state and
federal levels.

California State PTA
PO, Box 15015
Los Angeles, CA 90015-0015
Phone: (213) 620-1100
Fax: (213) 620-1411
Website: www.capta.org

National PTA Benefits

A Strong Partnership

A 3enefit from the knowledge and support of a national
leader in the ficlds of education, health, and safety
issues affecting children and families.

A Be part of an organization that unites nearly 6.5 mil-
lion parents, educators, and community members in
efforts to ensure the educational, social, and physical
well-being of children and youth. '

A National Resource

A Access important resources on the National PTA
Children First and Children First Pins websites
{www.pta.org).

A Keep abreast of parenting trends, ideas, and issues
affectiag afl children by subscribing to Our Children

magazine,

A National Voice

A Count on the Nativnal PTAS office in Washington, DC,
the toll-free legislative hotline: {888) 4-ALL-KDS, and
Whats Happening in Washington newsletter to
prowide infarmation and analysis of federal legisla-
tive, judicial, and regulatory issues.

A Getinvolved in programs and access resources creat-
ed in partnership with leading national erganiza-
tions, businesses, foundstions, and governmental
agencics.

National Recognition and Honors

A Be recognized for outstanding programs and achieve-
ment in the areas of mzembership, outreach, the arts,
and diversity,

A Nomirate and honor cutstanding educators who have
demonstrated professional excellence and commit-
ment to the mission and work of the PTA.

Training & Professional Development

A Build your leadership and management skills by par-
ticipating in nationally sponsored workshops or the
annual National PT4 Convention and Exhibition.



