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Seven county schools win
Distinguished School Awards

- COUNTYWIDE: Winners from
five districts in both east

and west county.

From staff reports

Seven Ventura County schools were
named winners Tuesday of the 2001 Cali-
fornia Distinguished Schools Awards.

Schools named as Distinguished Schools
undergo a rgorous selection process con-
ducted by the California Depariment of Ed-
ucation with the help of county offices of ed-
ucation and local educators throughout the
state, The schools were selected after their
applications were judged to be exemplary at
a state-level competition. Each schaol was
visited ko validate the information provided
in the application.

The ventura County schools named as
[nstinguished Schoals inclede:

Colina Middle and Thousand Oaks High
in the Conejo Valley Unified School District,

Chaparral Middke in the Moorpark Unified
School District, Los Altos Middle in the
Pleasant Valley School District, Sinaloa
Middle in the Simi Valley Unified School
[strict, and Balboa Middle and Ventura
High in the Ventura Unified School Distrct.

Three schools were also nominated for
national recognition as National Blue Rib-
bon Schools, The LS. D nt of Edu-
catinn will announce the Blue Ribbon
winners i late May. The three are Cypress
and University schools in the Conejo Valley
district, md?hk Hills Schoal incﬁe (ak
Park Unified School District.

Ventura Eﬂungﬂ Superintendent  of
Schools Charles Weis said the county's
seven Distinguished Schools this year puts
it well ahead of the state average,

"We now have 114 schools out of 153
named [hstinguished Schools," he said.
"T'm very proud of the schools that are will-
ing to stand op and be evaluated. Most
schools think they're doing well, but these

process of evaluating their own schools.

“They put themselves on the line and
I'm proud of them for doing that,”™ he said.

The county also has 11 Blue Ribbon
schionls to date, and “we should have three
maore come bay,” Weis said,

State Supenntendent of Public Instruc-
tion Delaine Eastin announced the 157 dis-
tinguished middle and high school winners
in the state. “These schools are leaders in
the education community. They are a trib-
ute to California and are living proof of
what is possible when schools are commit-
ted to meecting high standards,™

She noted that this year California also
included a special recognition category for
Excellence in Arts Education. A panel of
arts sducators identified five schools
whose arts education programs Serve as
models of excellence for others. The five
schools were from Los Angeles, Orange,
Riverside, San Francisco and San Mateo
counties.

Initiated in 1985, the Californma Distin-
guished Schools Program honors elemen-
tary and secondary schools in alternate
years. Representatives from all the Cl]d
fornia Distinguished Schools, Excellence in
Arts Education Schools, and National Blue
Ribbon School nominees will be
in an awards ceremony May 11 at the Diﬂ-'
neyland Hotel in Anaheim.

ach Dhstinguished School will get i
plaque and a Distinguished School flag. The
National Blue Ribbon School nominees ®ill
also each receive a plague.






